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“Overcome evil with good!” (Rom. 12:21)

Pastoral Letter of the 2022 Synod of Bishops
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church
to the Clergy, Monastics and Laity of the UGCC
and to All People of Good Will

Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his friends (Jn. 15:13).

Beloved in Christ!

For the fifth month, a large-scale, brutal war has been taking place on Ukrainian soil.
It came uninvited and perfidious already in 2014, and from February 24, the enemy took off
all his previous masks and openly destroys Ukraine.

The russian army Kkills the innocent and rapes the defenseless, kidnaps children and
deports the occupied, tortures prisoners and starves the besieged, steals the grain we grow
and loots our homes, annexes lands and destroys seized enterprises, fires at peaceful cities
and terrorizes residents. The russian leadership seeks to destroy Ukrainian statehood and
deprive us of our name. “You have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, for shedding
innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and violence” (Jer. 22:17). Again, as in the
20th century, the territory of our Fatherland has turned into “bloody lands.”

We strongly condemn this war! Because “the way of the wicked is an abomination to
the LORD” (Prov. 15:9). The world has a moral obligation to turn back this aggression
against Ukraine! o

The aggressor’s intentions are plainly genocidal: from the first days, the war tactics
show that he is not fighting the army, but the people. Russia is trying to satisfy its imperial
appetites: its leadership considers Ukraine a colony, a not-a-state that is not worthy of a
place on the political map of the world. To be great, an empire needs colonies—enslaved,
conquered lands, resources, slaves. Colonial genocidal logic dictates scorched earth tactics
that spare no one and nothing. It holds nothing sacred — neither the elderly person, nor the
pregnant woman, neither the baby in a maternity hospital, nor children hiding in a theatre.
It sees no value in a historical monument or industrial city, a residential building with
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hundreds of residents or hectares of ripe grain. Everyone and everything can be destroyed
“for the sake of operational tasks.” Every day, as if in a daze, the whole world contemplates
the barbarism, moral decay, and vileness of the attackers. Ukraine, on the other hand,
defends itself, because its people, once and for all, have refused to become slaves, they
simply strive to live their God-given life and God-given dignity in freedom. No one dares
to take this away from him - thus says the Lord.

Ukraine does not want to conquer or humiliate russia. It wants the aggressor
neighbour—having a territory 28 times larger, stretching across 11 time zones, and a
population almost four times larger—to stop its centuries-old attempts to enslave and
destroy Ukraine, to free itself from the pathology of imperialism and become a law-based
state that respects the rights of others. The thief must leave our house! The Russian
Orthodox Church must stop ideologically promoting the heresy of the “Russian world”! At
a time when various Christian Churches are rethinking with repentance their historical role
in the policy of colonialism and the practice of slavery, the Russian Orthodox Church is
leading its faithful into the moral darkness of violence, aggression, and war crimes. The salt
has lost its taste, and the light has stopped shining (cf. Mt. 5:13-16).

The war of the invader has caused a humanitarian and ecological catastrophe, an
economic and demographic crisis in our country. In five months, up to nine million
residents have left Ukraine, in particular, two million adults and children have been forcibly
deported by the occupier to russia, and an estimated seven million have been forced to
become internally displaced persons, 15.6 million are in need of humanitarian support.
Thousands of families are separated by kilometres and borders. The number of widows and
orphans is increasing daily. The aggressor is doing everything to turn our Fatherland into
an uninhabitable territory, cities and regions remain deserted. The scale of this massive
demographic shift is beyond our comprehension, but we will feel its effects for decades.

The tragedy of the war has profoundly wounded our Church directly. Some of our
parishes are occupied and plundered. After all, over the past centuries, every time the boot
of the russian occupier—be it tsarist, Soviet, or putinian—stepped on our land, the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was persecuted and destroyed. However, each time,
bearing witness to her faith and showing endurance in persecution, by the Lord’s will she
was restored with a new strength. We believe and know that it will be so this time as well.
We express solidarity and support to our bishops, priests, consecrated persons, lay faithful,
who are on the front lines and in the occupied territories, or have been forced to leave their
homes and parishes. We believe that you will return to your homes, and our parishes will
revive and .develop. We express words of brotherhood and solidarity to the Roman
Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants, Jews, and Muslims of Ukraine, who are under mortal
threat no less than we. We stand together!

The courage and unity of our people in defending their independence has been
unexpected even for many Ukrainians, not to mention for other countries. Heroic military
resistance, dedication and sacrifice of volunteers, unity, and unanimity of religious
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communities, which have turned into important centres of mutual aid and love for one’s
neighbour, provide proof that such a people cannot be enslaved.

They wanted to bury us, but they did not know that we are seeds. This saying has
become a slogan of the indomitability, resilience, and strength of resistance to difficulties
that Ukrainians are demonstrating. It echoes the saying of the Christian writer Tertullian:
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” We bow our heads to all those who
have sacrificed and are sacrificing themselves to protect the innocent, to defend the truth,
to stand up for our sacred God-given human dignity.

Tremendous painful sacrifice, because it is authentic and paschal, bears abundant, life-
giving fruit. In the midst of death, which the enemy sows everywhere using his full arsenal
of malice and hatred, emerge sprouts of immeasurable strength and nobility. God has
ignited the souls of Ukrainians with faith in the victory of God’s truth. In an era of relativistic
dictatorship, Ukrainians clearly call things by their name: there is truth, goodness,
principles, and values by which one should live and for which one can even die, and there
are lies and insidious evil. Ukraine has united Europe, healing its cracks, and inspired
people of goodwill all over the world. The Sacred Scriptures come alive before the eyes of
humanity, and the Lord of history manifests a miracle: David confronts Goliath. Ukrainian
soldiers who protect from the onslaught their hometowns, the lives of relatives and loved
ones, the freedom and dignity of the people, together with David say: “You come to me with
a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but T come to you in the name of the LORD of
hosts... whom you have defied” (1 Sam. 17:45). We express our sincere recognition to all
those who selflessly stand for truth and justice.

We thank the priests-chaplains who, risking their lives, stand alongside our defenders,
pray with them, carry Christ to them and provide humanitarian support.

Through her suffering and desperate struggle for existence, Ukraine has become the
epicentre of global changes. Many people and nations are losing their blinders: it becomes
clear that cheap resources are not worth the cost of enabling dictators; that the world
security system is weakened and peace is threatened if, for the sake of prosperity, attention
is not paid to divine principles and the behaviour of violators is ignored; that no man or
country is a distant island, but that all humanity is interconnected at different levels, and if
injustice is done to one country, others cannot be indifferent. “Never again” is transformed
from a historical slogan into a moral imperative.

By God's will, the truth has become clear, and the lie has faded away, because “no lie
is of the truth” (1 John 2:21). The very fact of russia’s unprovoked aggression, reinforced by
the war crimes of the russian occupiers, has caused a huge wave of support for Ukrainians
in the world. The unprecedented level of humanitarian assistance to refugees and
temporarily displaced persons is an authentic testimony to Christian love: “I was a refugee,
and you received Me; I was in trouble, and you came to Me” (cf. Mt. 25:35-36). For this
hospitality and generosity of various peoples, Churches, bishops, priests, monks and nuns,
lay faithful and people of good will in various countries on various continents we express
our deep gratitude. We also express our sincere thanks to the monasteries, religious orders,
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and congregations in Ukraine and abroad, that have accepted thousands of forcibly
displaced persons and share with them everything they have. As in the times of the first
Christian communities, the abundance in some overcame the need in others (cf. 2 Cor. 8:14).

These days, we ask ourselves: What gives us the strength to fight and resist an enemy
who outnumbers us tenfold in military might? If we revise the question to “Who” gives us
the strength, then the answer becomes obvious. God gives us strength because He is the
Lord of powers. Why? Because we love! The power of Ukrainians is the power of love. Our
soldiers are guided by the principle, not of hating others, but of love for their own—
children, loved ones, parents, friends, land, native streets, morning dawns, fogs... Love is
manifested in the tireless work of volunteers, in the generous donations of millions, in
sincere silent prayer. And through this love we have already won.

This moral high ground must be preserved. We will ultimately win only if we continue
to love, if we do not deviate one iota from the biblical formula for this victory: “We know
that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not
love abides in death” (1 John 3:14). Love gives birth to heroes, and hate—criminals. The
cruelty of war dehumanizes, and so we, as a nation defending itself and as a Church uniting
the people in Christ’s family, must make every effort to preserve our dignity and humanity,
without ever stooping down to the inhumanity and atrocities of the aggressor. Let us protect
the hearts of our soldiers from evil, so that they remain warriors of light and goodness! Let
us safeguard our own hearts! Let us turn our anger and resentment into courage,
indomitability, true wisdom, and the victory of God’s truth. St. Paul urges us: “Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21).

How to be Church?

The principles which we adopted in the Pastoral Letter of 2021, “The Hope to Which
the Lord Calls Us,” reflecting on our future and establishing the pastoral priorities of our
Church for the next decade, are brought to the fore and acquire particular meaning against
the backdrop of the war. Drawing on the experience of the pandemic, which deeply affected
social bonds and structures, we emphasized the need for pastoral conversion, for building
networks of communion, for healing wounds and for closeness and practical attention to the poor
and marginalized. Based on the experience of our communities, we sought to describe a
methodology, and the war created a context in which each of us can reflect more deeply on
what this methodology and these principles mean and to what practical conclusions and
actions they lead.

Our pastoral conversion will mean being close to our faithful —in suffering, grief,
trials, death. “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor. 12:26). The expression
“smell like the sheep” returns to its original, radical Christian meaning—to give one’s life
for the entrusted sheepfold. The war prompts us to continue building bonds of solidarity
between people, parishes, and countries with new fervour and resilience; new, hitherto
unheard-of, wounds will require persistent prayer and generous labour from everyone, so
that with the oil of divine mercy and human compassion they might be healed and
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transformed into sources of hope; while helping the poor and marginalized will require
from us new approaches and creativity in love.

In October 2021, at the opening of the Synod of Bishops of the Catholic Church, Pope
Francis emphasized that we are called to unity, communion, brotherhood, which appear
precisely when we realize that we are all equally embraced by God’s love. In other words,
our unity or solidarity is not a social construct, but our identity in response to God’s love.
“He who daes not love does not know God, for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8).

War radically teaches us, through the pain, sacrifices, and grief it brings each day, to
be the Church of Christ: to believe unshakably in the power of good and to live with active
love. “For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he
has not seen” (1 Jn. 4:20).

We are called to be a Church that is close

In Ukraine and abroad, our parishes create networks of prayer and support. Along
with prayers for peace, rescue, the wounded and fallen, appeals resound to collect
donations, find volunteers, pack and unpack material resources. The difficult, meticulous
work continues. Through the witness of the Church and our faithful in different countries
of the world, the truth is being spread and the awareness of what people in Ukraine are

experiencing grows. A church that is close to suffering, to human grief, is alive and will not
become a museum.

We are called to be a Church that listens

Chaplains and priests, representatives of monasticism or lay faithful, who worked
with those who survived occupation, shelling, mutilation, or loss of relatives, note that the
most important words of consolation are “I am with you!” Contact, attention, humaneness,
prayer —these are the main tools for pastoral care in time of war. To listen to the other, to
hear his or her story, to accept his or her pain—in our circumstances this is what it means
to be Church.

We are called to be a Church that heals wounds

During his earthly mission, Christ healed the blind, crippled, possessed, in order to
ultimately heal humanity and every human being from the disease of death and sin. Christ
handed over to the Church his ministry of healing wounds, of making others whole. In time
of war the healing of spiritual wounds, of dealing with trauma and stress is one of the
primary tasks of the Church and its ministers. “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). The wounds and traumas of the people we are called to serve are
mostly visible and obvious, but sometimes they are hidden or wrapped up in bandages of
anger, fear, feigned detachment.

The Church, being herself wounded by the suffering and pain of the disaster of war,
is called to bring to every destitute and wounded person the medicinal grace of the Holy
Spirit in the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) and in spiritual accompaniment, the medicine of
consolation and merciful love. In human wounds we recognize the wounds of our Saviour,
and, in touching human suffering, we rediscover contact with the risen Christ, whose
wounds became a sign of God's ultimate victory over the dark and destructive forces of sin.
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Thus, in his Son, crucified for the sins of all people and raised from the dead by the
power of the Holy Spirit, God the Father Himself comes to meet His suffering children and
turns human patience into a source of hope and eternal life. The word of God through the
mouth of the holy apostle Paul assures us of this: “Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.” (Rom. 6:8-10).

We are called to be a Church that prays for peace and seeks justice

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to
you” (Jn. 14:27). Peace is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and in the midst of the pain of
daily distressing news, the Church ceaselessly beseeches the Lord for peace for a long-

suffering Ukraine and works together with others for the restoration of peace and justice in
our land.

We are called to be a Church that gives hope

We, Christians, are people of hope not because we “hope for something better,” but
because we believe in God and in the eternal life to which the Lord invites us. “Hope does
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:5). Paradoxically, it is precisely this faith that
allows us fﬁlly and deeply to experience earthly events, this war in particular. From the
perspective of eternity, everyday reality is not blurred, but, on the contrary, it acquires clear
contours, the sacred value of each person is brought to the fore.

ok

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Because of the pandemic, we, the bishops of the
UGCC, have not seen each other in person in three years. However, the joy of our brotherly
meeting has been overshadowed by the horrors of war. It was the war, the suffering it
inflicts on our people, and the latest challenges caused by russian military aggression
against our Fatherland, that were at the centre of our prayers, conversations, and synodal
meetings. In addition, during this year’s session of the Synod, we reflected on the topic
“Synodality and sobornist: the experience of the UGCC.” In the context of the present
circumstances, this is not an abstract topic. On the contrary, the calamity that our state and
our people are experiencing called on us to rediscover the power of unity and the need for
daily and eﬁduring solidarity for the sake of victory. “In unity is the strength of the people.
God, give us unity!” We felt even more keenly that we were called to strengthen unity
within the country, and to support our faithful and all people of good will outside its
borders. v

May the power and action of the Holy Spirit give us unshakable unity and faith in the
victory of God’s truth!

May the Lord strengthen and bless our defenders, volunteers, doctors, employees of
the State Emergency Service, the lawful government of Ukraine and all those who protect
and liberate Ukraine from the aggressor!
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May He embrace the families of those who have died, the orphans and widows, the
prisoners and the missing in action!

May He grant eternal reward and fullness of life to the fallen!

May the oil of merciful love heal the physical, mental, and spiritual wounds of the
victims!

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos and all the saints of the land of
Ukraine, may He bestow his peace and blessings on the whole world!

The blessing of the Lord be upon you!

On behalf of the Synod of Bishops of the
krainian Greek-Catholic Church

Given in Przemysél,
at the Cathedral of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist,
on the Day of the Placing of the Precious Robe of
Our Most Holy Lady and Theotokos in Blachernae,
on July 15,2022 A.D.




